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Journalism Education and Perceived Journalistic
Roles of J-school Students: A Comparative Study
of Hong Kong and Mainland China (2008-2014)

Li DENG

Abstract

As institutions of formal education, journalism schools (J-schools) play an
important role in shaping students’ professional ideas in addition to other
factors such as the local journalistic culture. This study compares two sets of
survey data that were collected fror J-school students in mainland China and
Hong Kong in 2008 and 2014 in-order to investigate how journalists-to-be from
different socio-political contexts perceive the role of their future profession.
The comparison showed-that the differences between the perceptions of
students in mainland China and Hong Kong regarding journalistic roles and the
courses offered.in"J-schools have narrowed during the past six years. By
measuring students’ perceptions of the role of journalists in a society, this study
adds the reie” of consonance to those of interpreter, adversarial, populist
mobilizer, disseminator, and provider of culture and entertainment. While both
groups of students regarded the latter five journalistic roles as more important
than the role of consonance, in 2014, the Hong Kong students rated the role of
consonance significantly lower than the mainland China students did.
Furthermore, students’ personal media usage patterns and individual attitudes
affected their perceptions of journalistic roles. The findings showed that in both
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of Political Science and Law. Research interests: political communication,
contentious politics and media, mediated politics, socialization of journalists.



72

Communication & Society, 36 (2016)

groups of students, perceptions of the journalistic role of consonance, the
degree of patriotism, and the nationalist aims of journalism all declined from
2008 to 2014.

Keywords: J-school students, perception of journalistic roles, journalism
education, comparative study
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