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Abstract

Political communication research in Hong<Kong is unique and academically
challenging because of the uniqueness of Hong Kong’s political ecology. During
the development of more than thirty years, the research can be divided by the
Return of Hong Kong in 1997, the landmark event, into three periods—infancy,
development, and the flourishing-stage—each with different research focus and
characteristics. The authors analyze the contents of Hong Kong political
communication research papers from the 1980s to 2014, and find out that they
have been focusing on the topics of “freedom of the press,” “power
restructuring,” and-‘‘the construction of reality”, and also derived new research
topics from the“social changes in Hong Kong, examining the “public opinion,”
the relationship between media representatives and social movements, news
reports. attd Hong Kong’s local awareness/interest, and so on. Recent researches
are more related to social media, civic participation, and new social movements.
Meanwhile, the openness of political communication has contributed to a more
encouraging atmosphere for Hong Kong political communication researchers to
explore at this stage, such as applying different social science research methods
to political communication, expanding the research sphere, updating the
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research objects, and promoting research at much more extensive and deeper
levels, with a view to achieve a greater and more profound academic
significance in the new media age in Hong Kong.
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