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Research Article

Influencing Factors of Chinese Mainland
Newspaper Journalists’ Work Autonomy under
the New Media Environment: A Study Based on
Individual Characteristic Variables

Lihong ZENG, Yan WU

Abstract

According to newspaper journalists in mainland China, this thesis is part of
the largest survey research in the last 15 years. The thesis” aim is to investigate
mainland newspaper journalists’ work autonomy and its influencing factors in
the new media environment. Through literature review, it is found that in most
of the previous studies, journalists chose the structural functionalism paradigm
view and ignored the investigation of journalists’ individual characteristics.
Breaking through the limitations of traditional methodology and using
quantitative study methods, this study is designed to explore how journalists’
individual characteristic variables affect their work autonomy. The following
are the main research problems of this study: What is the overall situation of
Chinese mainland newspaper journalists’ work autonomy under the new media
environment? Can the Chinese mainland newspaper journalists’ cognition of
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media role and skills of internet use predict journalists’ work autonomy?
Through questionnaires and statistical analysis, this study has two conclusions:
First, there is a decline of mainland journalists’ overall evaluation of work
autonomy in the new media environment; second, on the basis of controlling
the demographic variables, Chinese mainland newspaper journalists’ cognition
of the media’s role and skills of internet use both have prominent impacts on
their work autonomy.
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