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Abstract

New ethical issues have been raised in the era of digital convergence. How
do journalists perceive these ethical issues and make appropriate decisions
based on them? Bourdieu’s field theory is applied to explore the relations and
interactions with individual<journalists and news organizations when they are
faced with ethical dilemmas: This qualitative study interviews 17 Taiwanese TV
journalists to gather data on the following issues: First, the heavy reliance on
new media materials’in TV news productions causes ethical controversy, the
most serious issues being the lack of fact-checking and intrusion into personal
privacy. Second, in many cases, even though journalists perceive the seriousness
of the ethical controversy, they rationalize their behavior in pursuit of higher
ratings and profit. Third, journalists are rarely proactive in protecting the
privacy of people who are involved in news, and in many cases, they do not
fact check thoroughly. This study also revisits the “strategic ritual” initiated by
Tuchman and finds that the use of new media materials has led to new strategic
rituals in the newsroom, which has gradually influenced the habitus of jour-
nalism in Taiwan.
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