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Abstract

This study focuses on student’s ethical ideologies and their recognition of
ethics in journalism. The subjects of the research reported in this paper were
1,666 university students majoring in journalism or communication-related
fields in Taiwan. The study found that in general the subjects in journalism and
communication departments were not satisfied with media ethics or their
performance. The results indicated that universal standards, or relativism, were
associated with ethical ideologies and perceived importance of journalism
ethics. However,in this context, a course in journalism ethics was not a
significant predictor of agreement with ethical principles in the media. Ethical
ideologies (idealism and relativism) were associated with the students’ own
ethical principles and norms of journalism ethics. The experience of internship
in a newsroom was associated with the perceived justifiability of using
questionable newsgathering methods. The study also explores key aspects of
the construct of media ethics with the goal of laying the groundwork for future
empirical investigations of the issues raised here.
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