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A Cultural and Gender Implications Study of
Negotiating Betrothal Money/Gift Situations
in Contemporary Taiwanese Society:

A Cultural Performance Observation

for Hakka People in Miaoli County

Tsui-Sung WU, I-Ching LO, Lo-Shui CHEN

Abstract

This study, drawing on Goffman’s dramaturgical approach and the face and
favor theory of indigenous Taiwanese psychology, aimed to explore the cultural
and gender implications fer the situation of negotiating the betrothal money/gift
of Hakka people in Miaoli Country in contemporary Taiwanese society.

In this study, we chose one situation of negotiating a betrothal money/gift
in which all the participants are Hakka to be the observation field and
interviewed all the participants subsequent to the event.
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The research results revealed that the entire negotiating process was
extremely circuitous. Both parents rarely engaged in direct dialogue, with the
negotiations for betrothal money amount being carried out mainly by the
matchmakers. The groom and bride’s fathers did not express much opinion in
this situation, and the final right decision for the amount of betrothal money
was determined by the bride’s family.

There are several cultural and gender features in the situation of negotiating
a betrothal money/gift among the Hakka in contemporary Taiwanese society.
Firstly, males and elders have the priority in this event. The better seats for
negotiating are occupied by males and elders. Secondly, the bride’s parents
usually have the right to decide, because the groom’s parents’ proposal of
betrothal money was subject to the consent of the bride’s parents. Thirdly, the
fathers of the bride and groom usually did not express any opinion about the
amount of the betrothal money

From the research results, we found that the patriarchal value system
continued to exert a deeply influence on all participants in this event. For both
sets of parents, the bride’s rights were also transferred to her husband’s family
through the bride price charged and the where the wedding was held. But since
the concept of gender equality is exiremely popular in contemporary Taiwanese
society, the bride’s parents were worried about their behavior in accepting
betrothal money being labeled as an act of “selling the daughter,” especially for
the bride’s father.

This is because, in traditional Chinese society, the role of “father” is to be
responsible for making money to be able to support his family, therefore the
behavior of accepting betrothal money will damage his male dignity. So the
bride’s father prefers to keep silent and defer to her mother to express an
opinion in this situation.

Keywords: betrothal money, dramaturgical approach, face and favor theory,
Hakka, gender implication
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