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Ratings Practice of TV News Coverage in China:
An Ethnographic Research of City-Based Television

Chao Chen LIN

Abstract

In Mainland China, news items regarding political parties and related to
people’s lives are among the major contents of city—based television channels.
Both of these kinds of television news-programs are evaluated by ratings. This
research tries to examine the role of ratings in the production of television news
coverage in China. A political news program and a people’s daily lives news
program were chosen as research objects from a certain city television news
channel in China. Based on the participants’ observations and in-depth
interviews, this paper argues that ratings are an indicator of commercial
television but also-a crucial one for China’s television industry regarding news
production. Ratings are also criteria about the performances of journalists.
Furthermore, sensational news can achieve ratings, but cannot result in the
acceptance of news reporters. However, if presented with fewer restrictions,
news related to people’s daily lives may allow for reports beyond the current
limitations and expand the ratings for city-based television news in China.
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