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Group Events, Conventional Practice of News
Media and Interest Articulation of Vulnerable
Groups

Chao-Qun WANG

Abstract

In China's current transitional society with a high frequency of group
events and the inadequacy of vulnerable groups' interest-articulation channels,
does the news media support such vulnerable groups' interest articulation?
What are the differences between different types of media representation? This
paper examines the five following representative newspapers in China: the
People's Daily, the Nanfang Daily, the China Youth Daily, the Southern
Metropolis Daily, and the New Beijing Daily. The paper analyzes the content
of these newspapers' reporting on group events in China from 2008 to 2010.
The study found that Chinese newspapers provide only a very limited space
and amount of opportunities for vulnerable groups to express themselves. Some
newspaper media outlets have, however, tried to expose the social problems
evidenced in group events, documented settlement problems, and adhered to
the strict standards of news professionalism. In doing so, they have produced
some positive results. Compared to those weakly market-oriented party
newspapers, those professionalism-oriented party newspapers and the highly
market-oriented city newspapers can provide more opportunities and larger
space for vulnerable groups to articulate their interest.
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