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ABSTRACT

The Inexplicability Principle has been proposed as one part of the
Distillation method in Wang (2006). It means the inability to describe a
recipient language in terms of the phonological system of the donor
language. Since the related morphemes-originate either from borrowing or
from inheritance, the inexplicable elements from borrowing are
considered to be inherited from the ancestor language. In its application to
Sino-Tai numerals, some puzzle appears. For instance, Tai *haC ‘five’ is
related to Old Chinese (©C) *nagx ‘five’, but the initial *h- in Tai cannot

be borrowed from “y- in OC. Therefore, it seems that they must be

inherited from Proto-Sino-Tai **hn- and independently developed into
*h- and *p-. That means Sino-Tai related numeral ‘five’ is inherited.
However, Clien (2007) and other scholars provided more evidence to
confirm that Tai *haC ‘five’ has been borrowed from Chinese. To resolve
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