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ABSTRACT

While noun and verb are two separate syntactic clatses in opposition to
each other in Indo-European languages, in Chinese they are a pair of
pragmatic classes (reference and predication),”and not in opposition to
each other. Chinese nouns constitute a super-noun category with verbs as
its sub-category. In other words, all ¥erbs in Chinese are actually verbal
nouns. This characteristic feature ©f Chinese can be explicated from
the perspectives of cognition, language typology, grammaticalization,
philosophical background, and experimental studies of word classes.
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1. FULIWORDS AND EMPTY WORDS
In 1898, the first Chinese grammar book, Mashi Wentong & (X, S 3

(Ma’s grammar), was published by a Chinese scholar, Ma Jianzhong
([1898]1925). Four years before the publication, China was defeated by
Japan in a war and the Northern Fleet of the Qing dynasty was almost
wiped out. Ma thought that one of the causes for China’s defeat was its
lacking a grammar which should, like the grammars of Western languages,
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