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ABSTRACT

It has usually been claimed that language is what makes-humans uniquely
human. However, I submit that it is the mind. as. a general problem-
solving capacity for adaptations to current ecological pressures that
makes humans uniquely humans. Non-linguistic communication may
have provided part of the ecological niche for the emergence of
languages, having predisposed hominines to pay attention to each other
and to read each other’s mind. The same mind that produced all these
new developments (in particeiar complex social life and a richer
cognitive capacity) also .enabled hominines to develop languages as
communication technologics.
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1. INTRODUCTION

In this paper I assume that languages emerged in mankind primarily
as technology for explicit and more efficient communication relying on
what is coded in the form more than, or just as much as, on hominines’
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