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ABSTRACT

This paper examines three kinds of coexistent human-denoting interrogative
words in early Southern Min texts: ti’-lang’ {H NC<JEME), " si’-tsui” 75 and
mih® lang’ B N(<¥I1E) representing different chronological strata, viz.,
Southern Dynasties period (5-6" century), Wei-Jin Period (3-5" century), and
Tang-Song Period (8-10" century). If we assume that fi’-lang’ JEEf is the
indigenous system, si’-tsui’ /& and mih? lang’ W& must have been the
implanted systems. As attested in the texts, si’-tsui’ /&5fE is most robust,
whereas ti’-lang’ {H N\ is the'least robust, and mih® lang’ 1.\ stands in the
middle. However, the fate of the three kinds of interrogative words differs in
modern descendants” of Southern Min. The relative robustness varies with
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* The romanization of Southern Min in this paper is based on the Church Romanization
codified in Douglas (1873) (see also endnote 4).
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