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ABSTRACT

The production and origin of Tibetan tones were studied from multiple
viewpoints. The following results and conclugion were obtained:
1) homophone is the internal impetus of the production and the origin of
Tibetan tones, but the origin of Tibetan ‘tones was restricted by the
phoneme structure; 2) the distributions ‘of homophone in all the Tibetan
dialects are close to an exponential curve, which is the basic nature of
Tibetan; 3) from the viewpoint of phoneme evolution, the phoneme load
could transfer among the initials, finals and tones. The increase of initial
loads led to the pitch patteris being transferred to the tone patterns; 4)
this study proposed the  concept of ‘quasi-phoneme’; 5) from the
viewpoint of structure diffusion in the lexicon, the structure diffusion was
caused by the decrease of initials and finals; 6) in the production and
origin of Tibetan tones, the formation of tones was restricted
physiologicaily and psychologically by phonation and perception. The
devocalization of the initial is the basis for the origin of tones.
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