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MIRROR SYSTEMS AND MORE IN
EVOLVING THE LANGUAGE-READY BRAIN
Michael A. Arbib
University of Southern California

ABSTRACT

The Mirror System Hypothesis holds that the mechanisms that support
language parity (the listener tends to understand what the speaker
intended) evolved atop an ancestral mirror systetnn for manual actions that
supported both the generation and recognition of such actions. This
paper' summarizes research that has enriched our understanding of the
adaptability of mirror neurons and their role in the evolution of the
human language-ready brain.
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1. WHAT WERE THE ANCESTRAL COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS?
A motivating passion: To understand “How the Brain Works,”
linking data on behavior — action, perception, language and the memory
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