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Dongjian shifa: Its Legacy, Development, and
Poetic Significance from the Perspective of the
“Intercorroboration between Poetry and History”

Lee Hsin-Hsi -

The Dongjian shifa (Dongjian poetry technique) was developed by Qian Qianyi
well into the Qing dynasty, when he wanted to make up for his past deeds but was
apprehensive about explicitly voicing his thoughts. This way of writing furthers the
traditional techniques of allegory and allusion, in the hope of promoting his “new self,”
turning the tides of negative opinions around, and establishing a positive image under
the pen of future historians. After Qian’s passing, this technique was appropriated in the
works of Yushan poets, such as Qian Zeng and Yan Xiong. Through the poetic dialogues
between Qian Zeng and Yan, one can retrace the origin and branches of the Yushan school
of poetry, thus explaining the technique’s significance in the studies of poetics.

The present paper adopts Chen Yinke’s “intercorroboration between poetry and
history” as a point of departure for the analysis of the Dongjian shifa due to the
technique’s emphasis on the exquisite use of lexis and allusions, where the poem’s
meaning and the poet’s thoughts are carefully interwoven. Chen’s approach of “combining
the classical with the contemporary” is ideal for illustrating this phenomenon. Chen
was also an advocate of Dongjian shifa, his Collected Poems following the Qian’s
organization. In order to reveal the value of the much neglected poems and tradition of
intercorroboration between poetry and history, the present paper offers a detailed textual
analysis of the poems, which may serve as a starting point for more in-depth investigations
into the poetics, creative approach, and writing style of the Yushan school.
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