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Love and History:
On Eileen Chang’s The Young Marshal

Hoyan H. F. Carole’

The Young Marshal is an unfinished historical novel by Eileen Chang based on the
story of Zhang Xueliang and Zhao Yidi. Existing studies of the novel mainly take on a
biographical and problem-solving approach. This paper resituates The Young Marshal in
the context of Chang’s creative writing to investigate its significance. The first part of the
paper, “Riddle: Betrayal and Shock,” tries to interpret the novel by the keyword “betrayal,”
holding that not only does the story involve Zhang’s betrayal of Chiang Kai-shek, but
Chang’s writing of the novel itself also betrays the genre of “historical fiction,” as it turns
Zhang’s “historical story” into a “love story.” The second part, “Reception: Writing and
Echo,” discusses the writing process and the reception of the novel. The third part, “Love:
Republican Women and Love Letter,” and the forth part, “History: Ghosts and Overlord,”
provide close readings of the text, so as to explore the notion of love and the vision
of history in the novel. This paper argues that The Young Marshal represents Chang’s
immersion in her love with Hu Lancheng. The fact that Chang did not finish writing the
novel denotes her disenchantment towards the optimism and the hope for love displayed
in her earlier short story “Love in the Fallen City.”
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