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On the Theory and Practice of Mori Kainan’s
Gushi Pingze Lun and His Influence on Ezra
Pound’s Cathay. Two Notes on Mori Kainan

Hasebe Tsuyoshi*

Mori Kainan (1863-1911) was an outstanding Japanese sinologist and poet. He
republished in Japan Wang Wenjian gushi pingze lun compiled by Weng Fanggang and
added his own annotations to Weng’s commentary. In certain places, he not only denied
the ideas of Weng Fanggang, but pointed out errors in Wang Wenjian gushi pingze lun. He
also introduced his own idea of “er wu guanlie.” Inspired by Weng’s~book, he developed
his own theory of “gushi pingze lun” and for the sake of practice, he wrote a number of
seven-character ancient-style poems.

At the beginning of the 20th century, Fenollosa visited. Japan, and studied Chinese
classics with Mori Kainan. He completed three volumes of notes on Chinese classical
poetry. Then, the completion of Pound’s Cathay basically depended on Fenollosa’s notes.
In Cathay there appeared three poems from Li Bdi’s “gufeng” (ancient style). This fact
really reflects the viewpoint of Mori Kainan. As.weld, a note in Cathay basically matches
the comments of the Qianlong Emperor contained in the Tang Song shi chun. We can
infer that possibly it is because Mori Kainan introduced Fenollosa to Qianlong’s critical
remarks and Fenollosa wrote them dowh that Pound quoted them in Cathay.
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