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A Study of the Joseon Envoy Nam Gu-man’s
Remarks on Qian Qianyi’'s Poetry

Lawrence C. H. Yim'

Throughout history, Korean kingdoms had been considered as the “model” tributary
state in China’s tribute system. In Ming times, China received tribute missions from the
Joseon dynasty (1392-1910) of Korea three times each year. The Joseon dynasty chose
to establish a relationship with the Qing dynasty (1644-1912), recognizing a China
now ruled by Manchurian emperors, yet proudly regarded itself as the true protector of
Confucian culture. This ambivalent attitude towards the Manchus was amply reflected
in Jiazi Yanxing zalu, a journal written by Nam Gu-man (‘875 F4JLHE, 1629-1711), a
famous scholar-official of the late Joseon dynasty, about his 1684 tsibute visit to Beijing.
After fulfilling his duty, Nam enjoyed life in the capital, visiting restaurants, bookstores,
and the like. Nam was amused to find several politically sSensitive lines in Qian Qianyi’s
(Muzhai, 1582-1664) collection of poetry (Qian’s posthuirious collection Youxue ji was
most likely published in 1674). In Nam’s opinion,that/such poems were allowed to be
published and circulated without censorship was_evidence of “a lack of culture among the
Northerners,” by whom he meant the Manchus. The poems that Nam referred to appear
in Qian’s 1654 poem cycle titled “Dongye Jiawotang wenyanshi” (Party Poems, Written
on a Winter’s Night at Jiawotang). Inde€d;. Qian’s poems carry subtle, yet potent, political
overtones. In this essay, I shall try to reconstitute the circumstances in which Qian wrote
these poems, offer close readings of texts, and evaluate Nam’s remarks.
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