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The Challenge for the Poetry Gathering Tradition
at Taoran Pavilion:
A Study of “Yichou Jiangting Xiuxi”

Lin Zheng*

On the third of the third lunar month in 1925, Fan Zengxiang and some other
members of Tiyuan Poetry Society hosted a magnificent poetry gathering called “yichou
Jiangting Xiuxi” at Taoran Pavilion. This gathering was the last and largest poetry
gathering of scholar bureaucrats in Beijing. This paper aims to examine the cultural
and literary practices of the last generation of Chinese scholar bureaucrats during the
gathering. My study will demonstrate that through their effort te maintain the tradition
and the self-identity of the scholar bureaucrat, the Yichou Poetry Gathering paradoxically
reversed the literati tradition ever since the Orchid Pavilion Gathering, while at the same
time transforming the image of Taoran Pavilion shaped by generations of elites all through
the Qing dynasty.

The Orchid Pavilion Gathering laid the paradigm of the poetry gathering tradition,
which can be concluded as three factors, namiely; nice time, nice place, and talented
participants. The scholar bureaucrats of the Qing dynasty made further development,
underlining the importance of the participants. Taking the “Jiangting Zhanxi” gathering
during the reign of Daoguang (1821-1850) for instance, the articles and poems written in
the gathering illustrated the participants’ ambition and confidence to run the empire.

In contrast, the last generdtion of scholar bureaucrats flipped all these factors in
their writings and practice of'the Yichou Gathering in 1925. On one hand, they recreated
the cultural image of Tapran Pavilion in context of both the “time” and the “place,” as
if rediscovering rediscevering the landscape of Taoran Pavilion. On the other hand, they
were no longer as ambitious and confident as their predecessors. Although they mourned
the endangered tradition of literati gathering and tried to transmit it, their practice itself
challenged and reversed this tradition.
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