The Journal of Chinese Linguistics vol.45, no.2 (June 2017): 394-422
©2017 by The Journal of Chinese Linguistics. All rights reserved.
0091-3723/2017/4502-05: New interpretations of yi 3 (in Chinese)

—HHE MR B 2R R
B e
PR, o R

RE

hE AR CNERHIERE | 2106, 214 K (RUESCAEE) © 6054,
9615, 11215, 13878, 20656, 21579iC#A WG & H . KE. IF
B RO NEE, EHE A B R ARERR], DA R R
RIVEEEE M. ASCEIRT 8 NEAE ST BAZ 0 R G MERE,
T A8 5 Rk . R HHEME G, SR H . RXTESLZANT &
QLMW AT ZA PR E” R BATIA N Z4
NEEHY <87 R BT g, BT ERARBEBENAE KK
RE AR A A B E S R AT DL A& kM5 & . “287 T
PLFRIR AR FIHERZUA A iplE], WarPARR b B R
AR H o TR IZ4L MR 3B R B, R H A
PRI IS 5 S AV SE R SO B A R i 3 A 2860 50 . SRAE R k)
FEL #MFE IS A A SN TA] 0 SRR TR SR AL AR 1 95 B

it /X JOURNAL OF CHINESE LINGUISTICS (1 [H1E & 244 ISSN 0091-3723) E 4

PP L FATRHES SCHEH 5 5078 WL, B B il P SCR S U A I AT e 5 sl 1 e

ARACNA LI B AERAE 7 K BRI A 2% AR, T R BB tE S e Em 5 A

T o UG B K SIS A S A N SRR SRR (M55 3. SCRHF B FRAE S AN ST AR

R KA R A R D D S A A 2k R Ik AR v b BT T
C13XYYO017) PR K2 s s B A 55 2l B K85 7 300 H B oy SOy PUE E bRl i

BT T (SWU1509399) P R 2% F e s S A 55 8% 1537 AT BA 3T H Ll 3800 2
(SWU1609101) [FI%ERl, EFEML.

K RTE Journal of Chinese Linguistics R, KU SRS 4 At T & fa ol k3R,

XK ( Deng Fei JEIREHE) ARG RFDOE S L F Al 2%, P E, fRH LXK
HERK2 5 B%% 400715; [dengfei2345@sina.com]

OB (Wen Xii) APERIEANEE e . I, |RW LR XORE2S, Mg 400715;

[xuwen@swu.edu.cn]

394



422 JOURNAL OF CHINESE LINGUISTICS VOL.45,NO.2 (2017)

NEW INTERPRETATIONS OF Y/ 3
IN A GROUP OF THE ORACLE-BONE INSCRIPTIONS
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ABSTRACT

The oracle-bone inscriptions of the ancient Shang dynasty of China
recorded on XiaoTunnandi Jiagu /) 5§ H H H  (ZKY 1980)
2106, 214, and Jiaguwen Heji F'H X A% (Guo and Hu 1978-1983)
6054, 9615, 11215, 13878, 20656, 21579 are of great academic values for
studying the farming, weather, hunting and war ~of 3000 years
ago. However, the meanings of one critical charaetervyi 3% in these
oracle-bone inscriptions is still unclear, and it ig"difficult to accurately
understand the oracle-bone inscriptions following the existing research
achievements that yi 3 means ‘one kind of sacrificing activity’ or ‘the
second day’. Based on the systematic property of oracle-bone inscriptions
as a cultural image, this paper has studied the meanings of yi 32 in these
oracle-bone inscriptions from such cultural subsystems as the expressions
of time, the tradition of farmiag.and the sacrifice circle. This paper has
concluded that yi 32 in this group of oracle-bone inscriptions derived
from the yi-form (yi si 2%4E) sacrificing activities, indicating an around
4-month cycle of a yi-form sacrificing activity or the time of the yi-form
sacrificing activity, which has the same cycle and location as the plant Ae
A growing and> harvesting. So yi 3 in this group of oracle-bone
inscriptions\is’ a metonymy of the yi-form sacrificing activities. These
meanings of yi 22 are helpful to interpret the related oracle inscriptions
and the bronze inscriptions of the same period. They along with the article
are also present in strong linguistic value and documentation significance
for learning about the ancient culture of farming and hunting and for
investigating the time expressions in the oracle-bone inscriptions and
bronze wares’ inscriptions of the Shang dynasty.
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