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ABSTRACT

In Modern Chinese, there is an increasing number of.disyilabic transitive
verbs in the structural configuration [Vo] where o can be a nominal, a verbal
or an adjectival morpheme, such as MY (gudnguang: lit.‘see sight”)
‘sightsee’, X% (touzr: lit. ‘throw money’) “invest’, B0 (livxin: lit.
‘leave heart’) ‘be careful of’ and JE& (zhuyi: lit. ‘focus attention’)
‘concentrate on’. These compound verbs can take another element as their
objects and yield expressions in the stiuctural configuration [Vo;+0,]. From
an evolutionary perspective, this corpus-based study attempts to explicate the
syntactic as well as the semaintic mechanisms behind the formation and
interpretation of disyllabic‘transitive verbs. It is pointed out that (i) the
[VN+O,] type, whichthas the largest number, goes through three
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evolutional phases during which Noun Incorporation plays a crucial role; (ii)
the [Vv+0O;] type is a nested complex structure, in which v is the object of V
and is mostly transitive and hence capable to take one more object; (iii)
although the above mentioned two types of compound verbs have different
evolutional processes and mechanisms, they both indicate that there is a
possibility that verbs can be converted from intransitive to transitive.
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1. INTRODUCTION
In Modern Chinese, there exists a kind of disyllabie_ compound verbs
in the configuration [Vo]1 such as

W (guanguang: lit. ‘see sight’) ‘sightsee’

B# (touzt: lit. ‘throw money’) ‘invest’

B4 (livixin: lit. ‘leave heart’) ‘be caréful of’
VER (zhuyi: lit. ‘focus attention’)<concentrate on’

Interestingly, these compound<verbs can take another constituent as their
objects, e.g. a word or a phrase or a sentence, and yield expressions in the
structural configuration [V0;+0;], as shown below (all the Modern Chinese
examples numbered (1)-¢10), (13b), (14)-(16), (20)-(37) are from the Modern
Chinese Corpus of the Center for Chinese Linguistics at Peking University;”
all the Classica)’ Chinese examples numbered (11)-(12), (13a), (13d),
(17)-(19) are from the Classical Chinese Corpus of the same institution’).

(1) ZHELMMI TR, BRI . /R KRR B
IR,
Jjingying dudoyudnhua de dianxing fangxiang shi, touzi
fangdichan, gaoérfiqin chang huo baolingqiv gudn deng.

' Beijing Daxue Zhongguo Yuyanxue Yanjiu Zhongxin Xiandai Hanyu Yuliaoku b7
K2 [ 1 5 R D IR DU TR ELE (see details by its reference entry)

' Beijing Daxue Zhongguo Yuyanxue Yanjiu Zhongxin Gudai Hanyu Yuliaoku b3t
K [ 3 5 0 O AR DUEE KL (see details by its reference entry)
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W DUTE X 71 31 5 30 S 0 B i AL B Al
FHZE R
b RARYNE

PEE

PARDOE A — R F a5 ([Vo) B&3hi, A 5iE s
o MLAR AR Gt &5, W “Moh”, “H&E7. “B0 .
“HER. BT IEE XA A A5 AR R IR OE B R IR
W TR A, ARSI b sl ] (S A AL A P R AR i
BG5S 50, ASCHg . (1) [VNIRShiE s =4 7 =4k
BB, Hdr < mfi” 27 ocEIER: (2 [Vv]BhiE i EiE 2
— MR B ELEM, BN v EE - VINES, K82 KY3)
W, WVVIEA W EIEN AR (3) ShE S iRE AN K R I
s tHE, (HER BT XWEhiE 5 A ) 8 iE A A i AT Rk .

PNt
MENHE  'iE kWt WhE &iEEE
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