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ABSTRACT

This paper intends to study the tonal variation between tone 3a (i.e. Yinqu
f12%) and 2b (i.e. Yangshang BH L) as observed in modern Hong Kong
Cantonese. Two social variables will be involved: age and gender. In
the light of apparent time hypothesis, the findings help to determine
whether such a variation is a result of an gn-going sound change. The
results reveal that there are two on-geing tone changes in opposite
directions, namely, 3a > 2b and 2b > Za, and so far the former seems more
forceful than the latter. The sound changes are carried out by lexical
diffusion, and the unit of diffusion is'more likely to be disyllabic and other
polysyllabic compound words.rather than monosyllabic morphemes. The
gender variable, on the ofhier and, is found significant only in 2b > 3a.
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1. INTRODUCTION
The present paper intends to study the tonal variation between tone
3a (i.e. Yingu B %) and 2b (i.e. Yangshang FH L) as observed in modern
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FHVR Z GH I E AR 2 2
U EAE 2b-3a H A 2 ARV
HE
FWHH T K2

PEE

AL BRI ACE A SR BT I ] £ (3a 1) 5 B R (2b )75 W AS
BrME. ACHERUTHANRER W FEAEN. RTER
IR E e, BT 70 485 A Bh ) e X i 5 22 B R IE R TR 1 & A2 .
g REIR, BN IIT A IS AR IELE KA BT 3a > 2b Al 2b > 3a,
EAATE IR K. 54, W & RISy gy AT, EYH
AL IFAERF T AER, MaNFNTHELETMWAERE. 2T
Bt —EZE, WHT 3b>3a KA SEEM.

PNt
Bin FEREZE ALY &G
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