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COGNITION AND PERCEPTION IN
THE LINGUISTIC ENCODING OF SPACE IN CHILD MANDARIN
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ABSTRACT

This study examines the linguistic encoding of space in
Mandarin-speaking children based on a corpus study and a series of
experimental tasks. It is shown that cognitive development plays a
significant role in the development of spatial language. The acquisition of
pang ‘side’ before you ‘right’ is accounted for by the cognitive complexity
of the localizers. Cognitive egocentricity biased children under 4;0 towards
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the aligned strategy in interpreting gian ‘front’ and sou ‘back’, and caused
6-year-olds to rely on the viewer-centered frame of reference in
interpreting zuo ‘left’ and you ‘right’ when the reference entity has
inherent orientation. Our findings show that young children are sensitive
to the Figure-Ground asymmetry, a cognitive constraint, and perceptual
cues influence children’s choice of reference strategies.
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