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ABSTRACT 
The present paper investigates Mandarin verbs of MOTION, one of the 
fundamental domains of human activities and extensively discussed areas 
in linguistic research.1 Previous studies on Mandarin motion verbs are 
done primarily with a typological concern. However, given the iconic 
nature of serial motions in Mandarin, this paper attempts to provide a 
systematic and comprehensive analysis of the semantic-to-morphological 
and lexical-to-grammatical distinctions pertaining to the 
colloconstructional sequencing of motion verbs. Based on the 
Proto-Motion Event Schema (PMS), it offers an overarching framework 
for a top-down analysis of the conceptual structure of motion and a 
bottom-up examination of corpus-based collocations. Representing the 
iconic sequence of serial motion events, the Schema helps to identify the 
crucial semantic components, both verb-internally and verb-externally, for 
a systematic investigation and classification of motion progression. It 
attempts to establish a link for lexical semantic studies of motion from 
various perspectives. By probing into the conceptual basis of 
proto-motion event, the study ultimately offers an iconically-motivated 
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account of the possible ranges of verb meaning and the 
semantic-to-morphosyntactic sequencing of Mandarin motion verbs. 
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1. BACKGROUND 
Motion is one of the fundamental domains in human experience. 

Important works on motion include: conceptual structure (Langacker 
1987), event structure (Jackendoff 1993), typological classification 
(Talmy 1985, Slobin 2004, Peyraube 2006), lexicalization patterns (Talmy 
2000), and scalar structure (Rappaport Hovav and Levin 2010). One of 
the core issues concerned in these studies is: what are the lexical semantic 
components that may be syntactically relevant in depicting motion? 

1.1 Previous Concerns 
There are two different approaches to this question. Studies on 

lexicalization patterns (e.g., Talmy 2000) and semantics-to-syntax 
alternations (e.g., Rappaport Hovav and Levin 2010) probe into the 
semantic components lexicalized in verbs of motion. On the other hand, 
studies on semantic frames (cf. Fillmore and Atkins 1992) attempt to 
identify frame-specific elements coexisting in a motion event. In search of 
motion-related lexical components, Talmy (2000, 1985) proposed that a 
motion involves: an object (Figure) moves to a location (Ground) along a 
path (Path) with the motional act (Move), specified by the way the Figure 
moves (Manner). These components may be lexicalized in different ways: 

(1) a. English: (Talmy 2000:28) 
The rock slid down the hill. 
[Figure] [Move+Manner] [Path] [Ground] 

b. Spanish: (Talmy 1985:69) 
La botella entró en la cueva (flotando). 
[Figure] [Move+Path]  [Ground] [Manner] 
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