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The Lonely Prodigy:
A Study of Cheng Minzheng’s Lifetime

(Abstract)

Ho Wei Hsuan

Cheng Minzheng (1445-1499) was a famous and erudite scholar in the Hanlin yuan (Hanlin
Academy) during the Chenghua and Hongzhi periods. He made great achievements in
literature, Neo-Confucianism, lineage, and state ceremony. However, it is difficult to find
biographies and historical materials of him. Even the Mingshi (Ming History) recorded the
bare skeleton only. With such a situation scholars cannot understand this eminent figure
in detail. This article tries to solve this problem by reconstiucting Cheng’s lifetime in six
topics, in order to fill the gaps in the study of Cheng Minzheng and mid-Ming China.
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