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Spatial Analysis of the Temples in Guangzhou
during the Daoguang Period and Its Meaning:
A Case Study of the Guangzhou shengcheng quantu

(Abstract)

Lai Chi Tim

The Xianzhi fu shengquantu (also named the Guangzhou shengcheng quantu, Map
of Guangzhou City) in the Nanhai xianzhi (Gazetteer of Nanhai), compiled by Pan
Shangji and Deng Shixian et al. in the fifteenth year of Emperor Daoguang’s reign
(1835), includes the locations of government and schools, as well as the locations of
shrines, Daoist and Buddhist temples in urban and rural’Guangzhou. In contrast to
maps printed in gazetteers in the Ming and early Qing dynasties, this map does not
adopt the realistic painting method; instead, it accurately labels streets inside and
outside the city. With the geographic information of the temples and streets provided
on the map, researchers can better observe and analyse the spatial distribution and
historical development of the temples in Guangzhou during the Daoguang period and
further understand the relationship between the economic development and geographic
change of this city during the Ming and Qing dynasties.

This paper first examines the distribution of the temples by locating the 78
temples inside the city of Guangzhou based on the Daoguang edition of the Guang-
zhou shengcheng quantu. After careful examination and calculation, the revised map
with the 78 temples shows the general distribution and connections between the
positions of the temples, and this information will be used to discuss the relationship
between the temples and the development of the old, modern and rural areas of the
city. This study combines traditional local materials, including the steles in the temple,
with spatial data, namely, the Guangzhou shengcheng quantu, to rewrite the history
of the temples in the context of the changing space, which is beyond the scope of
traditional documentary research.
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