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The Case Against the Fifth Recension of Odes
Interpretation in Han Times

(Abstract)

Chan Pak-ka Parker

Recent excavation of manuscripts has offered scholars an opportunity to reexamine
the early history of Chinese classics. In particular, the Fuyang 5[5 Odes is consid-
ered as compelling evidence against the conventional belief that only four recensions
(or teaching traditions, jia %) of Odes interpretation existed in Han times. This article
challenges the overarching assumption that texts and interpretations within one
recension have a remarkable level of unifying consistericy. According to this line of
thought, the newly found textual variants, which are‘at odds with existing evidence,
do not belong to any conventional recensions. By analysing the erudition of Lu Shi
57 classicists Tang Changbin &% and Chu Shaosun # />4 , this article sug-
gests that the consistency within one recension’is an erroneous premise, and that the
variants could still be affiliated to one of the¢ four recensions, though full evidence is
still lacking. This article will reconsider the theoretical assumptions about the Odes,
and investigate the blind spots of the history of the Odes, thereby understanding the
transmission process of the Odées during Han times. Lastly, this article will enquire
into the notion that the Odes was orally, rather than textually transmitted, which helps
us appreciate how the newly excavated texts can assist the study of early history of
Chinese classics.
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