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An Analysis of the Ethnic Composition and
Transfer Routes of County-level Officials
in Yuan China

(Abstract)

Hung Li Chu

Through a relatively large-scale analysis of the ethnic composition and transfer routes of
county-level officials, this study has yielded observations currently not readily available
in institutional descriptions. With regard to ethnicity, this study has shown that: (1) there
was a high degree of flexibility in the appointment of low-leve! officials in the conquest
dynasty; it adhered less to the common principles concluded by scholars, such as those
of hierarchy, checks and balances, and joint appointment.” This showed how foreign rule
was unable to consolidate its domination; (2) agents {Daruyaci) were posts in the lowest
stratum of ethnic official appointments by the conquest dynasty, and were largely filled by
the Semu people; (3) the ethnic composition of principal officials and assistant magistrates
shows that the Yuan court heavily relied on the Han people in low-level civil governance;
(4) there was a relatively high percentage of Southern Chinese (nan ren) officials in
the South and it was uncommon for the Southern Chinese to serve in the North. This
showed a noticeable geographical pattern in terms of appointment and was not observed
in institutional descriptions; (5) the impact of the bureaucracy in Han areas on the custom
of common property of clans had become more extensive; (6) the gap existing in the
opportunities available to the Han people and the Southern Chinese was much larger than
that between the Han and the Semu.
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