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Abstract

The Guan-di B4 Dbelief became increasingly infliential following the
popularization of the Sanguo yanmyi =B % & (Romance of the Three
Kingdoms) in the Ming-Qing period. It had an impact on China’s
neighboring states, including Japan, Kotea, Vietnam and the Ryukyu
Kingdom. The Guan-di belief in early miodern Japan (the Edo or Tokugawa
period, 1603-1868) was different from that in Ming-Qing China in
many different ways: First, the Guan-di belief experienced a period of
formation and growth in early modern Japan, and was not yet fully
developed or independent then. Second, it had an impact on Tokugawa art
and literature, particularly in the areas of kanshi %% (Chinese poetry),
paintings and dramas. Third, it showed a high level of localization, and
was incorporated into Japanese festivals and folklore. Fourth, as a folk
religion, it was niot as influential as its counterpart in China. Merchants
and peasants were not active in this belief. Based on primary texts, this
study examines the formation, characteristics and impact of the Guan-di
belief in Japan during the Tokugawa period. It deepens the understanding
of how Chinese culture was domesticated to enrich Japanese thought and
religion.
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