CERAR G T BH - B I4€) % (2017)
Daoism: Religion, History and Society, No. 9 (2017), 1-39

The Synthesis of Daoist Sacred Geography:
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Abstract

The Dongtian fudi yuedu mingshan ji is a famous text on Daoist sacred
geography compiled by the Tang court Daoist priest Du Guangting
(850-933). It maps all the Daoist sacred sites from the heavens above to
the mountains, rivers, and caverns on-earth. This study gives a textual
analysis of Du Guangting’s text,, discussing its preface, traditions and
sources used, the nature and purpose of the text, its main contents, the
geographical distribution of .the sacred sites, and later works on Daoist
sacred geography. It argues that Du Guangting created a synthesis of the
various existing traditions and sources on Daoist sacred geography of the
Heavenly Master order, Shangqing tradition, and Lingbao tradition of the
pre-Tang era, and adopted the cosmological division of Heaven, Earth, and
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Water of the Heavenly Master order, as well as many other new sacred
sites related to this order, with the aim of supplementing and substituting
the sacred geography of the pre-Tang period. Moreover, since the sacred
sites of the Lingbao tradition were not yet codified, Du Guangting added
many new sacred sites to this order, many of which belonged to the
official state cult, hence also creating a synthesis and codification between
the sacred geographies of Daoism and the state. After Du Guangting’s
synthesis, no other work on Daoist sacred geography has supplanted or
augmented his text. It was included in the Ming Daoist Canon and after
that in the Daozang jiyao editions of the late Qing period, which testifies
to its enduring importance to Daoist sacred geography.
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