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A Study on the Spirit-Writings Transmitted
by Liizu in the Ming-Qing Versions of
Yubuangbenxingjijing
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Abstract

Based on spirit-writings transmitted by Luzu or Fuyoudijun, this paper
aims at discussing the forms, cultural contexts and connotations of those
writings in Yubuangbenxingjijing during the Ming and Qing period.
According to ten versions used in this study, three forms of the sprit-
writings can be summarized as prefaces before scripture texts, annotations
going with the scripture texts and mixture of the two. In four of the
prefaces, two principal ideas are elaborated. One is the utmost majesty
and infinite virtues of Yuhuangshangdi and the other is the incredible,
virtuous achievements of the scriptures which offer salvation to people
by annotating and publishing. The poems transmitted by Lizu as
annotations to interpreting the scripture represent the general doctrines
of traditional Daoism. Besides that, in Yuhuangjingchanwei the poems
explicate three doctrines—first is that the human nature are originated
from Yuanshitianzun; the second is that the mind and body are cultivated
simultaneously to virtuous achievements; and the third is to create good
karma and bring salvation to people. Those doctrines of the sprit-writings
are mostly from the canons of the Quanzhen school and partly from the
creeds of the sectarian societies in the Ming and Qing period.
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