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Abstract

In the last decade, religious texts and practices in the Qing dynasty
have been the subject of many studies. As is evident in this collection,
much work has concentrated on the cult of Lii Dongbin and the spirit-
writing textual production related to this cult. These work have allowed
us to understand the complexity of religious life in Qing China, and
the interaction between spirit writing, printing, and local religious
communities. In this process, attention has been mostly given to coastal
regions and to Jiangnan, where much of the production and diffusion of
texts happened. This article, on the other hand, traces the diffusion of
Li Dongbin worship from Jiangnan to Sichuan in the nineteenth century.
This transmission is linked to different but intertwined processes: (1) The
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widespread diffusion of spirit writing and of local printing presses in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries; (2) the massive migration to Sichuan
from coastal areas throughout the Qing and especially in the nineteenth
century; (3) the popularity of the Liizu cult, and the Jiaging canonization
of Lu Dongbin in 1804; and (4) the popularity of charitable activities like
the xizi # 5 practice among Confucian literati, spreading from Jiangnan
throughout China.

Despite the wealth of textual and historical evidence available in
Sichuan, this article focuses on only one collection, the Liizu huiji & 48 %
£ (1849), and the site where it was received, Yuantong 7Ti# , Chongyang
2% (Chongzhou % ), in Sichuan. Its fullness and complexity, the
abundance of sources, and the traces found on the site today provide
enough material for an in-depth study. Looking at this multilayered site
will shine a light on the intersection of religious beliefs and practices,
textual production and transmission, and commercial activity in
nineteenth-century Sichuan.
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