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A Preliminary Investigation of
Zhengyi Daoist Scriptures and Registers
in Taiwan and Nan’an (Fujian)

Hsieh Tsung-hui

Abstract

Historical and ethnographic data collected in Taiwan cannot provide a clear
picture of Daoist transmission rituals featuring registers of office—complete
sets of such liturgical texts do not exist. Fortunately, the author’s field
research on Daoist altars in northern Quanzhou JE (including Meishan
#5111, Luodong ZE®, Jiudu JU#F, and others) has uncovered complete ritual
and textual traditions in mainland China. This article is divided into three
parts. Part 1 explores previous research on this topic, pointing to gaps in
our knowledge while also analyzing key transmission patterns. Part 2 relies
on scriptures, registers, and other liturgical texts from Jiangxi 7I.P4, Hu’nan
17, and Quanzhou (especially Nan’an F§%) to shed new light on the
role of Daoist transmission rituals. Part 3 presents a detailed discussion of
different types of Daoist registers, as well as a consideration of the cultural
significance. On the basis of this data, the author hopes to draw on detailed
philological research in order to reconstruct both the development and
transformation of Daoism in Fujian and Taiwan.

Keywords: Taiwan Daoism, ordination ritual, Zhengyi Daoism, Zhengyi
scriptures and registers
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