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Yinyang: Household Daoists of
North China and Their Rituals

Stephen Jones

Abstract

The documenting of Daoist ritual in modern China is still only a small part of
Daoist studies; most such work has focused on the southeast, for which we now
have a substantial body of fieldwork on local lay traditions. In north China,
meanwhile, the only outposts of Daoism generally assumed to survive are the
major Quanzhen temples. My recent book, based on fieldwork, challenges this
assumption that north China is virtually a fabula rasa for folk ritual, showing
that local, lay, nominally Zhengyi, traditions remained active through the 20"
century there too.

Focusing on ritual sequences (mainly for funerals and temple fairs), I
deduce that the typical performers in north China, as for the south, were, and
are, lay hereditary family groups; further, both Zhengyi and Quanzhen priests
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from the many small local temples until the 1950s were likely to perform
forrituals among the folks.

I note the common use of the term yinyang to describe lay Daoists, positing
a “yinyang corridor” right along the north of north China. The article focuses on
the lay household traditions of north Shanxi, with outlines of ritual performers
and descriptions of ritual sequences in the northeast of one county, Yanggao.

In many areas of north China the jiao offering ritual, supposedly a staple
of Daoist ritual, is unknown. Indeed, the whole vocabulary of north Chinese
Daoists is significantly different from that of the southeast, which has so far
dominated our image of Daoist ritual. The main proposal is that there is still
plenty of folk Daoist activity in north China.
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