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Printing the Dao:

Master Zhou Xuanzhen, The Editorial History
of the Jade Slips of Great Clarity and Ming
Quanzhen Identity*

Bony Schachter

Abstract

Drawing on a variety of previously unstudied materials, including the
1609 edition of the Tianhuang zhidao- taiging yuce (TQYC), stored in
the National Library of China, and"“stele inscriptions collected by the
author during fieldwork, the present article discusses how Zhou Xuanzhen
(1555-1627) made use of printing as a means through which to establish
his religious identity as a. Quanzhen priest. Relying on methodologies
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such as Edition Studies and the History of the Book, the first section of
this article compares the two extant editions of the TQYC, namely, the
1607 and the 1609 editions. The second section discusses the TQYC’s
provenance, demonstrating that both editions reflect Zhou Xuanzhen’s
connection with court eunuchs. The third section discusses the TQYC’s
depiction of Quanzhen history. My goal is to clarify why Zhou Xuanzhen,
who had that book printed twice, seemingly had it in great esteem. Having
the editorial history of the TQYC as its main research object, this article
discusses the political dimension of Ming Quanzhen identity, arguing’ for
that book a privileged place in its construction.
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