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The Daozang Jiyao Project: Mutations
of a Canon'

Monica Esposito

Abstract

The Daozang jivao EBHHE is the fundamental Daoist anthology of the Qing
dynasty, now the object of an international project—supported by CCK and
JSPS and hosted at Kyoto University—to digitize and study this canon. In the
framework of this project two main editions of the Daozang jiyao are clearly
distinguished: the old Daozang jiyao compiled by Jiang Yuanting 3% JCJE (original
name: Jiang Yupu 3T, 1755-1819) and the new Chongkan Daozang jiyao
P 3E BT prepared in 1906 by three Sichuanese editors: Yan Yonghe &7k
1, Peng Hanran i 9%, and He Longxiang ¥ §E5E. By comparing for the first
time these two editions, this study confirms that the new Chongkan Daozang
jiyao is based on the Yan Yanfeng’s EZ/fEl% copy of the old Daozang jiyao
compiled by Jiang Yuanting. Yan’s copy is still stored at Sichuan Provincial
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Library. Because it is fragmentary the 1906 editors supplemented it from
handwritten copies prepared by two Sichuanese bibliophiles: He Qichong fif
L and Qin Pengsheng Z: A4:. These copies no longer seem to be extant.
The author presents and examines for the first time fourteen versions (including
Yan Yanfeng’s copy) of the old Daozang jiyao stored in different libraries
of China, Taiwan, Japan, and France. This comparison sheds light on various
editions of the old Daozang jiyao that are made up of varying numbers of
texts revealing a varying order inside the collection. Furthermore, the existence
of various editions of New Chongkan and its reprints is pointed out. The old
and new Daozang jiyao are thus for the first time classified in categories
and subcategories reflecting changes of content and catalog order. This new
categorization will help in achieving the complete digitalization and critical
comparison of the old and new Daozang jiyao along with the preparation of an
Annotated Catalog.
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