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Abstract

Through questionnaire investigation and factor analysis, this article 
explores the status of social integration of migrants in Shanghai’s urban 
villages. �e results show that social integration of migrants can be 
mapped on four dimensions: social relation integration, economic inte-
gration, psychological integration, and cultural integration. According 
to the factor scores, the overall level of social integration of migrants is 
not high, and economic integration is the lowest. Furthermore, the 
results of multiple linear regression analysis show that, on the whole, 
the destination place factors of migrants exert more in�uence on social 
integration in urban villages than the individual factors. Individual 
factors play the most important roles in determining the status of 
psychological integration, while destination place factors are more 

The China Review, Vol. 16, No. 3 (October 2016), 93–120

Mingfeng WANG is Professor at the Center for Modern Chinese City Studies 
and the School of Urban and Regional Science, East China Normal University. 
His research focused on urban and economic geography, information and 
communication technologies, and regional development. Correspondence should 
be addressed to: mfwang@re.ecnu.edu.cn.

Yuemin NING is Professor at the Center for Modern Chinese City Studies, East 
China Normal University.

*�is research was supported by the Ministry of Education of China through 
research grant number 11JZD028 and 11JJD840015, the National Natural Science 
Foundation of China (41329001), and the Ford Foundation (0155-0883). We 
gratefully acknowledge helpful comments by Fulong Wu, Zhigang Li, Wei Xu, 
Jian Feng, and two anonymous reviewers. We would also like to thank Ne Zhao 
and Hong Cheng for their research assistance.

The
 C

hin
ese

 U
niv

ers
ity

 Pres
s: C

op
yri

gh
ted

 M
ate

ria
ls



94 Mingfeng Wang and Yuemin Ning

helpful in explaining the variation in both economic integration and 
social relation integration. �e study also shows that the social integra-
tion of migrants is closely related to their living space. Finally, some 
policy suggestions are given.

1. Introduction
Urban areas in China have large migrant populations, and more and 
more migrants have relocated their families into cities with a growing 
length of residence in urban areas. According to the statistics of the sixth 
census, the �oating population of China had reached 0.242 billion by the 
end of 2010, about 0.15 billion of whom are rural-urban migrants. Based 
on the current statistical method for urban population, rural-urban 
migrants are the main force behind the newly increased urban popula-
tion in China. Nevertheless, rural migrants are outside the urban system 
as a result of the long period of Chinese separation of city and country-
side, which renders most of these migrants, unlike ordinary citizens, 
unable to enjoy social security and services in cities,1 and they o�en 
encounter systemic or nonsystemic discrimination as they relocate to 
cities.2 �erefore, promoting the integration of new migrants into society 
during the rapid urbanization process is an important and urgent topic 
that has attracted the attention of local and international researchers.3

 �e rapid growth of population and the economy has increased 
social and living space di�erentiation in Chinese cities,4 especially in 
several international metropolises such as Beijing, Shanghai, and Guang-
zhou.5 All kinds of gated communities are on the rise,6 while living spaces 
such as the urban village, shanty town, factory dormitory, and migrant 
apartment have formed in cities.7 Due to their special geographical 
location and social background, urban villages have become the major 
settlements for low-income migrants.8 As Li and Wu have argued, urban 
villages are normally sites where rural migrants start their urban lives 
and integrate into cities.9 Urban villages are typical case areas to examine 
the daily practices and lives of migrants and further understand the 
mechanism of rural migrants’ integration in China’ s urbanization.

�is article investigates the social integration of migrant population 
in the urban villages of Shanghai, which is the largest Chinese city. 
Compared to Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Beijing, and some other large cities, 
few studies have concentrated on the urban villages in Shanghai. In the 
past decade the main research interest in Shanghai from academia has 
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