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This essay provides a general overview of the Independent Learning Centre of CUHK with particular
reference to the development of printed English learning materials for self instruction. It is divided into
three major parts. The first introduces the background and the mission of !LC, target users, as well as
constraints and challenges of the development of learning materials. The second part discusses the
sources, types, organization, adaptation, production and design criteria ofmaterials for self-instruction.
The third part deals with the problems in the development of materials for self-instruction: names,
copyright problems, staffing, funding, and uneven pattern of usage. The article concludes byanticipat­
ing new directions and possibilities for the !LC and their implications for research on materials
development.

THE INDEPENDENT LEARNING CENTRE (ILC)

Background and Mission

The Independent Learning Centre (lLC) of the English Language Teaching Unit (ELTU)
was established in late 1993 when the Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) was changing
its curriculum from a four-year to a three-year system. Under the new flexible curriculum,
students generally take less credit units to graduate (formerly 120, now 99). According to the
Five-Year Plan ofCUHK 1991-1996 , the "core course" concept is abolished, the promotion-by­
year concept is dropped, and provision for graduation in less than four years is made. Since
1994, compulsory language requirements like first-year general English have been abolished,
and students have less credit-time to take ELT elective courses. But at the same time
undergraduates are expected to boost their English proficiency before they join the world of
work. The ILC, a self-access centre (SAC), was thus set up as an alternative to help students
solve their language problems.
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