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FII,I,ING THE MEMEX MACHINE

The author discuss~s recent technological advances and their impact on
written communication. After introducing the notion of hypertext, he considers
the differences in writing for hypertext and traditional text presentation,
and argues the case for language teachers and trainers to consider teaching
for hypertext.

INTRODUCTION
The memex machine, fancifully
conceived in a flash of science
fiction nearly fifty years ago, is
now a reality. It is high time that
we language teachers decide how to
teach the optimum use of this
technology which has now arrived.
The memex machine was proposed as
the indispensable tool for modern
(post-modern?) man. It was to be,
argued Vannevar Bush, the then US
Presidential Science Advisor, "a
device in which an individual
stores all his books, records and
is
communications, . and
which
mechanised so that it may be
consulted with exceeding speed and
flexibility. It is an enlarged,
intimate supplement to memory."
As we
all
know,
1940s
mechanical technology couldn't make
such a machine, bu t we are now
pretty
close
to
it
using
micromechatronics to support online
interactive
retrieval.
An
exponential
rise
in
the
capabili ties
of
electronic
information
handling
and
a
concomitant decrease in
price
during the last twenty years has
translated the memex machine from a
fancy into a fact. The name of the
f act is hypertext, and it is
changing the way we assemble, write
and read the increasing amounts of
information required by the modern
world.

Just as banking as we know it today
is inconceivable without large,
inexpensive computing facilities,
so will documentation in ten years
be inconceivable without hypertext.

THE NATURE OF HYPERTEXT
The name of hypertext was
created during the 1960s to define
a document created on and stored in
a computer or computer network and
which was not arranged in an
orderly sequence, but is made up of
chunks of text which are brought
into order by the reader as he
chooses, on reading each chunk,
which item or step to access next.
A sort of looseleaf book, by
analogy, with a terrific index on
each page which automatically pulls
the chosen next page into view.
Imagine how much more useful an
encyclopaedia would be with this
facility - and it is coming into
use.
The
term
hypertext
was
deliberately chosen to emphasise
that the creation of the text
elements happens at a different
logical level than the ordering for
study or other access. The text as
a unified document comes into being
by the act of being read; it may
take an enormous variety of forms,
each responding to the knowledge,
interest and level of the user. It
may
combine
words,
diagrams,
photos,
film
clips and
even

