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ABSTRACT

This study investigates the language needs of students of The Chinese
University of Hong Kong with the view to supply data for setting up an
Independent Learning Centre. Copies of a questionnaire were given to students
taking ELT courses in summer 1992, and 611 responded. Data analysis revealed
that about one-third of students considered themselves weak in English, with
speaking and vocabulary being the two most difficult areas. Other aspects
such as the role of the ILC, important skills for studies and work, motivation
force and form « duration of consultation were also examined and discussed in
relation to the ILC.
INTRODUCTION

Self-instruction,
or
independent learning, places the
responsibili ty of learning on the
learners themselves.
Rather than
having teachers determine learning
goals,
make
decisions
about
materials, decide how the materials
will be used, allocate time to
tasks, or evaluate progress, the
learners take direct control over
all these (Dickinson, 1987).
According to Dickinson, selfinstruction is justified for five
main reasons:
(1)
practical
restrictions on the learner make
self-instruction
the
only
alternati ve,
(2) self-instruction
is a way to cope wi th individual
differences among learners,
(3)
self-instruction
enhances
educational aims such as improving
learning efficiency and autonomy,
(4)
self-instruction
creates
motivation to learn, and (5) selfinstruction is particularly useful
from learn how to learn foreign
languages.
To support the learners in
self-instruction or independent
learning, teachers can find out the

requirements of the learners
through needs analysis.
Indeed, needs analysis plays
a
very
important
role
in
independent learning efforts since
such data can shape the Independent
Learning Centre CILC) in terms of
nature and, quantity of materials,
amount of consultation and even the
physical set-up.
There are several ways to
identify language needs.
We can
conduct a questionnaire survey to
find out the interests of students,
their expectations or moti vations
and their language needs. We can
also use language tests to identify
objectively the English standard of
students. Having got a profile of
strengths and weaknesses, we can
then help
them by
designing
appropriate learning materials for
self-study. Apart from proficiency
tests, we can obtain evaluation of
learners' needs by interviewing
their professors or course tutors
to find out their language use in
major studies. Yet another way of
identifying needs is to project to
the future and solicit employers'
views of the language proficiency
of the graduates in relation to job

