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EFL Testing and University
Admission in Finland and Japan
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Using both qualitative and quantitative data, this paper describes the difference
between English language testing in Finland and Japan related to university
admission. There are undeniable differences between the two countries and
cultures. In both countries over 90 per cent of secondary school students study
English. However, the foreign language proficiency rates among Finns are signifi-
cantly higher than those among the Japanese, as illustrated by the TOEFL test
scores. This paper reports the results of the language testing section of a much
larger study which also investigated the historical background, language policy
and planning, textbook design, teaching methods, and classroom interaction with
the specific educational settings in Finland and Japan. Results suggest that learner
attitudes and goals vary greatly. Finnish learners tended to see English more as a
means of communicating while their Japanese counterparts tended to see test
taking for high school and university admission as their main reason for studying
the language. Results also showed that language testing for university admission
in the two countries varied greatly. The insights provided by this study may prove
useful for curriculum designers and language assessors in Finland, Japan, and
other countries.

Introduction

There is much evidence to support the inclusion of language testing in
studies on English teaching and learning and its central role in curriculum
development (Richards, 1990, pp. 15–17; Stern, 1983, pp. 439–40;
Widdowson, 1990, p. 139). It is also sometimes cited as a neglected area
(Robinson, 1991, pp. 73–78). This study examined foreign language teach-
ing and learning with specific regard to testing and university admission in
Finland and Japan. In other words, its primary purpose was to examine
how testing affects the process of foreign language teaching and learning.
English is the primary foreign language studied in the two countries and
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