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“With painstaking efforts and out of a tremendous sense of responsibility for
history, Song Yongyi, Ding Shu and their fellow scholars from inside and outside China
have published, over the past ten years, both the first and second editions of The Chinese
Cultural Revolution Database, 1966-1976. In so doing, they have laid a foundation stone
for research on both the Cultural Revolution and contemporary Chinese history. Now,
their China’s Anti-Rightist Database 1957- has also been successfully completed and
published. The debut of this project has resulted in the availability of yet another highly
significant database for the study of the rather complex contemporary Chinese history. I
eagerly await the publication of their entire database series entitled The Database for the
History of Contemporary Chinese Political Movements, 1949-. This foundational
undertaking of unprecedented historical and academic significance will serve to both
provide researchers with rich, comprehensive and systematic archival sources and
contribute immeasurably to the preservation of the collective memory of our nation’s
history.”

Xu Youyu { A, Professor
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences H' [E £}
China
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“The year 1957 signified a turning point in the history of the People's Republic of
China. Many significant historical events can trace their origins to the Anti-Rightist
Campaign of that year, such as the Great Leap Forward, the Great Famine, the Cultural
Revolution, and even the 1989 Tiananmen Incident. Ironically, a national amnesia about
that period of Chinese history has been imposed on people in mainland China for a
long time. Outside China, the Anti-Rightist Campaign has been a low-visibility and
murky subject as well. It is no wonder that, in recent years, there have been calls in the
academic community for the strengthening of research on that period of history; there
have even been calls for the start of a “1957 Study.’

The debut of this database marked the first step towards such an effort. The
original archival sources included in this database are both extensive and substantive,
making it the finest of resources available for historical research in this field as well as a
solid foundation for future research on the Anti-Rightist Campaign. Indeed, with the
birth of this database, the forgotten history has been brought back to life and will exist
for ever. This invaluable database brings numerous benefits to both the academic
community and the general public alike.”

Qian Liqun 3, Professor
Beijing University Jb 50 A2
China



“The 1957 Anti-Rightist Movement was a major blunder with chilling effect on
Chinese society. An over-confident Chairman Mao expanded on the Yan’an
Rectification by calling for “letting hundred flowers bloom”, but quickly authorized a
crackdown on those who followed his urging to criticize the Communist Party.
Consequently, 550,000 people, the cream of the thinking populace in an otherwise silent
China, were labeled Rightists, intellectually humiliated and physically punished. While
the campaign succeeded in strengthening the CCP’s monopoly of power, the magnitude
of its damage to China’s progress was infinitely greater than Emperor Qin Shihuang’s
“burying Confucian scholars and burning books” and Emperor Han Wudi’s “banning
the hundred schools of thought" combined.

The immense importance of the Anti-Rightist Movement was understood by all
who lived through it, but remarkably not a single book by China experts in the English
speaking world specifically devoted to the topic has appeared except for one by an
obscure Indian scholar more than 30 years ago. Moreover, Chinese publications are
relatively few because the campaign remains a “forbidden zone”, undoubtedly due in
large part to Deng Xiaoping's key role in its implementation. The publication of this
monumental Chinese Anti-Rightist Database is truly indispensable for better
understanding and further study of this critical event. Like their magnificent Cultural
Revolution Database, Song Yongyi and his fellow scholars have not only preserved a
critically important piece of collective memory for the Chinese people, they have also
again provided a tremendous service to China scholars around the world. ”

Warren Sun #)Jj [#, Professor
Monash University
Australia



“ Among the disasters of late Maoism in China, The Anti-Rightist Campaign of
1957 is less famous than the huge Great Leap famine of 1959-62 and the withering
trauma of the Cultural Revolution in the late 1960s. But the Anti-Rightist Campaign was
arguably the crucial turning point of the Mao era: it was then that public language was
subverted, ideals destroyed, and political cynicism set onto a course that has extended
to the present day. The Anti-Rightist Campaign Database casts far more light onto those
fateful years than any other source we have.”

Perry Links, Chancellorial Chair Professor
University of California, Riverside
USA



“This database is a unique and significant contribution to promoting good
scholarship that will lead to solid knowledge undermining the ‘official story” of the Mao
years in China. It should go a long way toward clarifying the cruel and negative impact
of the Anti-Rightist Campaign in shaping China's subsequent political destiny.”

Edward Friedman, Professor,
University of Wisconsin at Madison,
USA



