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Abstract

The Buddhist temple, as a sangha carrier, has played an important
cultural role in Chinese history. It is a place not only for Buddhist monks
to practice, but also for the public to receive education and participate
in academic and cultural activities. Rewarding the society has been the
consistent objective of contemporary Buddhism. To inherit this tradition,
it explores various forms of social education that adapt to modern
needs: summer camps, Buddhist art experience classes, collaboration
with colleges and universities and so on, so as to help constructing a
harmonious society. However, this trend is still in the initial stage and
we certainly have to carry out scientific research and commentary on its
existing form, in order to offer certain theoretical support and rational
devices for future development.

In our research, we put forward four issues from the sociological
perspective on religion. In our view, contemporary Buddhist social
education activities reveal an in-depth dynamic mechanism in the
sociological sense; regarding the mode, content and manner of social
interaction, there are continuities and changes in history that offer
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support to traditional cultures and morals. In the interactive process, the
society also reacts to Buddhist acts, causing regional imbalance in the
development of Buddhist temples’ education activities, and secularization
of their cultural activities. Finally, we analyze the negative aspects of the
social education activities organized by Buddhist temples.

Keywords: Buddhist temple, social education, sociology of religion,
culture, morality
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