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Initial Exploration in Tientai Buddhist
Education’s Excellent Philosophical Realization
in Early 20" Century

Huang Ying-chieh

Abstract

This essay describes and analyzes the cultural legacy of Master Dixian
(7R BH, 1858-1932), with particular attention to the contribution to the
Tientai Buddhist sect by Dixian himself and his principal disciple,
Master Tanxu ({R)&, 1875-1963). These two masters established many
Tientai monasteries in northern and northeastern China prior to 1949, at
a time when the Chinese Buddhist educational system was compelled
to be modernized under social pressure. Inspired by the educational
practices of various Buddhist institutions in India, especially Nalanda
University, these monasteries combined Buddhist theory and practice.
The contribution of Dixian and Tanxu has had a far-reaching influence
on the ongoing modernization of Buddhist education in China. Tanxu’s
idea of combining Buddhism and medical knowledge was particularly
effective in sangha education, hospice care, and the establishment of
charitable organizations, such as hospitals and medical schools.
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