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Buddhist Ethics and Commodity Economy

Xue Yu

Abstract

This paper, in reference to the theory of Max Weber on Protestantism
and Capitalism, examines the relation between Buddhist ethics of giving
and economical activism of Buddhists. At the beginning, it analyzes
the views of Max Weber on religion and its connection with social
economy. Then, the possible connection of merchants and Buddhism
will be discussed to highlight Buddhist ethics of giving and commodity
economy. By this kind of study based on Buddhist literature, it is hoped
that we may have a better understanding of the economic development
of Buddhism both in the past and at present.
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