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The Characteristics of the Major Models of
Humanistic Buddhism in Mainland China and

Taiwan

Deng Zimei

Abstract

Since the collapse of the traditional pattern advocating “treating the
world with Confucianism, treating the body with Daoism and treating
the mind with Buddhism,” to overcome the maladies of traditional
society, Humanistic Buddhist has been promoting a new idea that
modern Buddhism should take an active part in the civil society
while maintaining its non-secular character. Generally speaking,
Humanistic Buddhists have successfully responded to the question as
to how Buddhism participates in the modern world at the macro level.
Nevertheless, for Buddhist temples and organizations today, there are
still the problems of failing to retrain self identity and integrity in the
modern society. Using the methodologies of sociological typology and
functionalism, this paper tries to analyse the features of five typical
models of Humanistic Buddhism in Mainland China and Taiwan
nowadays: Fo Guangshan, Tzu Chi, Dharma Drum Mountain, Yufo
Temple, Bailin Temple through case studies, comparison of ways of
preaching and practice, and the background of followers.
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