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The Buddhist Scripture of Siirangama Sutra
in the Perspective of
Paul Ricceur’s Textual Hermeneutics

Xie Jian

Abstract

It is hard to tell whether the Buddhist scripture of Sirangama Siitra,
an extremely valuable Buddhist scripture from the hermeneutic point
of view, was a spurious writing in Tang Dynasty or not. Since the Song
Dynasty, Sirangama Siitra had been interpreted by various schools
of Buddhism. This paper illuminates the textual characteristics of
Sirangama Sitra in the perspective of Paul Ricceur’s textual ontology:
symbol, metaphor, meaning, and linguistic context. This research begins
with the process of interpretation with a literary image of Matangi Girl
that is a metaphor of boundless universe. The core conceptual meaning
of the metaphor is the symbol of desire according to Buddhist cultural
system. The symbol and metaphor sketch the outline of an archetypal
myth of human being and the universe: first, there were devil desires;
second, human and universe got trapped in desires; third, the whole
universe was saved by Buddha and desires were removed. Both the Tian
Tai School and the Hua Yan School made interpretations of this scripture
based on their own contexts. The main chapters are about: (1) The
relationship between heated arguments about the identity of Strangama
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Sttra and the recognition of its academic value; (2) the relationship
between the scripture of Sirangama Sitra and hermeneutics; (3) Paul
Riceeur’s textual ontology; (4) the interpretation of Sirangama Siitra
under Ricceur’s textual ontology. Putting forward the above analysis, |
hope there will be more understanding on the textual characteristics of
this scripture.
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