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The Application Problems of Taiwan Temples’ Financial Resources
Cheng Chih-ming

Abstract

Temples in themselves are integrated religious -economic systems. They employ
religious festivals and social cares as embodiment of their religious credos to
strengthen followers’ united piety and provide measures to satisfy follower’s
worldly needs, while followers’ endowment brings them financial income, on
which temples rely to operate and develop. It shows that interrelationships
between temples and followers are not merely religious, but also economic.
These interrelationships, through the medium of various rituals and activities,
construct a balance of exchange behaviors between the holy and the secular.
Such balance is based on the spiritual evocation of Buddhism, rather than
worldly benefit exchange. If temples in handling financial resources show
insufficiency of holiness and give priority to benefits gained through demand-
and-need relationship from their followers, they become secular entities
dominated by modern economy and have neglected the religious mission with
which Buddhism sanctifies them. Crises and dilemmas lurk behind temples’ fund
earns and uses. Several popular religious groups reveal the scenes of Buddhist
renaissance, but they also monopolize resources and marginalize smaller
religious groups. At the same time, as they are burdened with various charity
works and keep growing larger and larger. Such circumstance is unavoidable
as there are some improper fund-raising strategies and overly commercial
activities. It is most likely that financial resources not only bring positive results
to the development of a temple, but also negative results, and the key to both
results is whether the worldly and the holy elements of financial resources can
be transformed or not in an innovative way. The innovativeness is critical for
the cultural self-reforming movement by temples, which are now facing the
challenge of the times.
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