CNEHZWT 7T 55— (2012)
International Journal for the Study of Humanistic Buddhism, Issue 2 (2012), 109-132

&
B FafRd c AAOEH AR TEARZRAEFBRGN

TR GG AR ek o Rl AT e B AR B T — A AT BT A A 4h Bk
B {2 B 0B A LT — A SR -

FMXWIBREAETERIABARSE  [ZHHH N 2RI
s AR FE IR AT T e AR b (LS R - TR B 4R) T R
REE ATRHA BANIARNFRIRBLE—EBEHFOBELE?H
o RAMAR FAA AR 8Tk 0 R — B T B e 2R R IR 2
BF RO E— LRk Rl EHTHEORERE S
H R -

Maks c BAM - E - FRA - AA o hARLEH A hARESE
Pl Rt

Byl MAKBETERRLIL -



132 9

A Tentative Study of Economic Ethics in Buddhism
— Focusing on Max Weber’s Proposition and Method

Sheng Kai

Abstract

Both Max Weber and Daniel Bell talk about the changes of religious
functions in capitalist societies, and the possible solutions to the emergence
of cultural contradiction within capitalism. On one hand, their ideas bring the
unprecedented challenges to Buddhism that she has ever encountered; on the
other hand, Bell’s theory also renders some encouraging effects on the future
development of Buddhism.

The challenge as expounded by Weber is, at the time when capitalism
falls into crisis and the “religious driving force” starts to decline, whether it
is possible for modern Buddhism to make contributions to what Daniel Bell
refers to as the “composite religion,” with its distinctive resources and wisdom
extracted from its various traditions (for instance, Indian Buddhism and
ancient Chinese Buddhism). In light of this, the author of this paper tries to
apply Max Weber’s method of “ideal type,” together with Buddhist wisdom on
economic ethics throughout history—especially those resources from primitive
Buddhism—to reconstruct the Buddhist perspectives of work ethics and
consumption ethics.
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