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A Brief Discussion of the Social Theory of “Buddhist Society”
Li Xiangping

Abstract

Buddhism has gained significant development in the past 30 years since the end
of the Cultural Reformation. However, this development has led to a need to
contemplate the future development of Humanistic Buddhism. Therefore this
paper promotes an idea of “Buddhist society” so as to discuss the potential path
of the development of Humanistic Buddhism. At the same time this paper also
uses the concept of “religious socialization” to specifically discuss the dialectic
relationship between contemporary Chinese Buddhism and modern society,
and then further investigates on how Buddhism can become an organization for
effective human communication and mutual beneficence in the contemporary
world. This would make the Buddhist temples and its followers become a force
for social construction which could bridge the development of Buddhism and
the society, eventually making Humanistic Buddhism truly embrace the structure
and function of an “action unit of social construction.”
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